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TIMBERLAWN PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 


Teens at risk despite state visits 


Report shows problems 
after near-shutdown; 
CEO denies danger 


By SARAH MERVOSH 
and SUE AMBROSE 
Staff Writers 


Two years ago, Texas 
threatened to shut down Tim- 
berlawn psychiatric hospital 


over severe safety problems 
that investigators said put pa- 
tients in jeopardy. 

Instead, the state decided 
to let the Dallas hospital stay 
open but to monitor it more 
closely. 

Yet on the state’s watch, 
Timberlawn has had many of 
the same problems — and at 
least one new one, according 


to interviews and inspection 
records obtained by The Dal- 
las Morning News. 

A scathing inspection 
report describes how Tim- 
berlawn put children at 
risk around the time that a 
13-year-old girl says she was 
raped by a 17-year-old male 
patient in October. Some of 
the problems echo past fail- 


ings: poor supervision of vul- 
nerable patients, inadequate 
staffing levels and lack of 
medical care after assaults. 

A new risk also emerged: 
Timberlawn placed boys and 
girls in bedrooms near one an- 
other. Experts say this poses a 
problem when combined with 


See SCATHING Page 10A 
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Two years ago, the state let Timberlawn stay open, with 
plans to monitor it more closely. However, a report reveals 
that the facility has had many of the same problems. 


Pillar of charrtable, 
civic efforts in Dallas 


What she did for city 
‘can never be fully 
measured; mayor says 


By MARC RAMIREZ 
and ELINE DE BRUIJN 
Staff Writers 


Ruth Altshuler, whose leg- 
endary organizing and fund- 
raising prowess earned her the 
respect and ready cooperation 
of North Texas’ most powerful 
people, died Friday night. She 
was 93. 

A philanthropic dynamo and 
trusted overseer of many a civic 
project, Altshuler was known 
for her elegance, quiet confi- 
dence and signature laugh. 

“All she did for this city,’ Dal- 
las Mayor Mike Rawlings said 
Saturday, “can never be fully 
measured or comprehended. 
One of the strongest women, 
one of the strongest people, in 
Dallas’ history.” 

Altshuler fell and broke her 
hip in October, according to a 
family spokeswoman. She died 
at UT Southwestern Medical 
Center after suffering complica- 
tions from that injury. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 2 p.m. Thursday at 
Highland Park United Method- 
ist Church. A reception will fol- 
low in the Martha Proctor Mack 
Ballroom of the Umphrey Lee 
Center at Southern Methodist 
University. Both will be open to 
the public. 

“Life has not been wasted on 
me, that’s for sure,” Altshuler 


see ALTSHULER Page 24A 


RUTH ALTSHULER | 1924-2017 


2015 File Photo/Andy Jacobsohn 
Ruth Altshuler helped raise millions of dollars for organizations such as the Salvation 
Army and Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center. And — at age 88 — she organized the 

city’s commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the John F. Kennedy assassination. 


TEXAS ATTORNEY GENERAL | SECURITIES CASE 


Suit ruling could 
further delay trial 


Developments may 
shape political future, 
indigent defense funding 


By LAUREN McGAUGHY 


Austin Bureau 
Imcgaughy@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — It’s been 21/5 
years since Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton was in- 
dicted, and there’s no end in 
sight for the case. 

Since he was charged with 
securities fraud in July 2015, 
Collin County taxpayers have 
shelled out $604,343.27 in 
costs related to Paxton’s legal 
woes. Less than half that has 
gone to pay for the prosecu- 
tion itself. 

Nearly $350,000 has been 


spent to fund multiple inves- 
tigations into Paxton’s past, 
defend the county against a 
handful of lawsuits filed by the 
attorney gen- 
eral’s politi- 
cal allies and 
challenge the 


prosecution's 
cost. 
A major 


decision in 
one of these 
related suits 
is expected soon. The ruling 
is almost sure to further de- 
lay Paxton’s trial date, but for 
how long is unclear. It could 
also have statewide implica- 
tions for indigent defense and 


KEN 
PAXTON 


See PAXTON Page 19A 


RETAIL 


Stores search for ways 
to fight the online tide 


Some using creativity 
to attract customers 
for the holiday season 


By MARIA HALKIAS 


Staff Writer 
mhalkias@dallasnews.com 


Legacy retailers are finally 
figuring out how to do some 
things right this holiday sea- 
son after years of being ham- 
mered by e-commerce rivals. 

Instead of just slashing 
prices — their usual lever to 
draw in customers — retailers 
are beginning to find creative 


ways to use their stores as an 
advantage instead of an alba- 
tross. 

They are hosting parties 
and inviting shoppers to take 
pictures in their decor. They 
are offering tutorials online 
and in stores on everything 
from home decor to skiing. 

Make no mistake, it’s been 
a rough year for brick-and- 
mortar retailers. With a re- 
cord number of store closings, 
many industry analysts have 
called it a “retail apocalypse.” 


See STORES Page 25A 


NATION 


Winter wildfires called ‘the 


new normal’ in California 
A week of destructive fires in 


Southern California is ending, but 


danger still looms. 4A 


WORLD 


Iraq says war has ended with 


Islamic State’s defeat 


lraq’s prime minister declares an 


“end to the war against the Islamic 


` State. 16A 


METRO & STATE 


Breach may have bared data 
of students in 39 districts 
Personal information from students 
in 39 Texas school districts was prob- 
ably exposed in a data breach involv- 


SPORTSDAY 


TCU athletic director is being 
hired away by UT in Austin 
The University of Texas hires Chris 
Del Conte as its new athletic direc- 
tor after his nine-year run of suc- 


BUSINESS 


Punch Bowl Social is coming 
to Dallas’ Deep Ellum area 
North Texas’ first Punch Bowl Social, 
which combines food, drinks and 
games, is planned for Deep Ellum. 1D 


INSIDE 


Lottery 


Nation 4, 8, 11, 14-15A 
World 16, 18, 20-23A 


Sunny and mild 


s 5 


ing a state employee's laptop. 3B 


Frisco says Exide is falling 
short on its closure plan 
Frisco officials say Exide Tech- 
nologies’ closure plan for its former 
plant site is coming up short and 
there’s a lot more work to do. 1B 


cess at TCU. 1C 


Thousands of hardy souls 
endure cold for 5K/10K 


Several thousand runners brave 


near-freezing temperatures to par- 
ticipate in the inaugural Coors Light 


5K/10K in downtown Dallas. 3C 


We treat the HEARTS of Texas 


Take our free Heart Risk Assessment at 
TreatingTexasHearts.com 
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ARTS & LIFE 


Bio of ‘Little House’ author 
sketches a complicated life 


Prairie Fires is the first historical 
biography of Little House author 
Laura Ingalls Wilder. 6E 
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